Amendments to the Specification 

Please replace the first paragraph of the specification with the following amended 
paragraph: 

This application is a continuation-in-part of, and claims benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 
120 of copending International patent application Serial No: PCT/US01/05614 (in 
English), filed February 21, 2001, which is hereby incorporated by reference, which 
claims benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) based on U.S. Provisional Patent Application 
Serial Nos. 60/184,836 filed February 24, 2000 and 60/193,170 filed March 29, 2000, both 
of which are hereby incorporated by reference, and this application is a continuation-in- 
part of, and claims benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 120 of copending United States patent 
application Serial No. 09/205,258 filed December 4, 1998, which is hereby incorporated 
by reference, and which is a continuation-in-part of. and claims benefit under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 120 of International patent application No.: PCT/US98/1 1422 (in English), filed June 4, 
1998, which is hereby incorporated by reference, which claims benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 
1 19(e) based on U.S. Provisional Applications, all of which are hereby incorporated by 
reference: 
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